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In Jamaica and five other Third World nations, a two-year science and technology project aimed at
increasing economic growth commenced this year. The project involves government, the private
sector, research institutions, and the UN Development Programme (UNDP). The other five are in the
Cape Verde Islands, Pakistan, Togo, Uganda and Vietnam. Project coordinator Michael Henry told
Inter Press Service that the projects are aimed at encouraging the elaboration of models for applying
science and technology to Third World development. The projects were established after a review
in 1989 of the 1979 UN Conference for Science and Technology (UNSTD) found that no noticeable
progress had been made in the 1980s in the use of science and technology for development, a
main objective of the UNSTD. In Jamaica the "strengthening endogenous capacity in science and
technology through stakeholders policy dialogues" project is funded by Germany and Jamaica, with
the German government providing $1.695 million. Officially launched on Aug. 20, it is expected
to improve coordination in political, economic and social policies that have an impact on science
and technology for development. The project is also aimed at a national consensus on initiatives
to be taken to strengthen science and technology as an effective means of responding to priority
development needs and on the allocation of resources for implementing national programs. (Basic
data from Inter Press Service, 08/21/91)
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